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BACKGROUND


The Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II) will be held in 2004.  The draft agenda for this meeting includes the report of the member states on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality ((IAP).

At their first meeting, the Ministers did not consider the structure or manner of presentation of these reports.  Consequently, the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM has prepared these preliminary draft guidelines for consideration by the Executive Committee.  Once approved, they will be sent to the Ministers, with the request that they prepare their reports according to these suggestions, so as to facilitate comparison and the assessment of progress and difficulties encountered in the implementation of the Program since its adoption by the OAS General Assembly in 2000.  This topic was included in the REMIM II agenda, so that participants may consider the proposed guidelines and adopt them for their future reports.

Preliminary Draft
Guidelines for Preparing the Ministers’ Reports on Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP)
I.
GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Indicate the sectors in which gender mainstreaming efforts have been most successful and least successful.
2. How has the status of women and girls in your country been affected by the global situation–for example, market globalization and the world financial crisis?

3.
What percentage of the overall budget is allocated to policies and programs relating to women and how have these figures increased or decreased over the past two years. 

· What percentage comes from international or bilateral donors?

4.
Has an official mechanism been established to follow up on the program’s implementation? (
Do non-governmental organizations participate in this mechanism ?
5.
Legal Status
5.1.
Has legislation been proposed or amended to promote and defend women’s rights?
(
Has legislation been adopted to recognize the work of domestic workers?
· Has national law been audited to ensure the elimination of laws that discriminate against women?  
· Has your country submitted reports to the Rapporteur for Women’s Rights of the IACHR? 

5.2.
What is the percentage of judges and members of the supreme court of justice who are women?
6.
Political Status
6.1. Have regulations been enacted to establish a quota or minimum number of women candidates in parliamentary and/or municipal elections?  Were these implemented in the most recent election?
6.2. What is the percentage of women elected to parliament? 
6.3. What is the percentage of women elected in local elections? 
7.
Socioeconomic Status
7.1. What is the percentage of women in the economically active population?
7.2. Of the current unemployment rate, what percentage are women? 
7.3.
Of the current underemployment rate, what percentage are women ?

7.4.
Do women get paid the same wages as men for the same work in the public sector?  In the private sector?  What is the wage gap?
8.
Education
8.1.
What is the enrollment rate of girls in primary and secondary education compared to the enrollment rate of boys?
8.2.
Has there been an increase in the number of girls attending primary and secondary school according to age and level of studies?
8.3. What is the drop-out rate of girls vs. that of boys in primary school and in secondary school?
8.4. What is the national literacy rate for young women, ages 15 to 24? How does this compare to the literacy rate of young men of the same age?

8.5. Has the percentage of women enrolled in “nontraditional” technical courses of study over the past 10 years changed?
8.6. What percentage of the GDP is allocated to public spending on primary, secondary, and university education?
9.
Trade

9.1.
Have studies been conducted on the impact of free trade and economic integration on the labor market and the socioeconomic status of women?
9.2.
Have these findings been disseminated to the public?  
9.3.
Has a gender perspective been mainstreamed into the actions, statements, and meeting agendas of regional groups (for example, CARICOM, MERCOSUR, CAN, NAFTA) so as to achieve greater benefits and opportunities for women in the trade liberalization process?
II.
PROGRAMS RELATING TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN

1.
Have judiciary and legislative staffs been trained on issues related to the integration of a gender perspective? 
2.
Does each delegation you send to events outside the country include a person specializing in gender issues?
2.1. Is there coordination among the various delegations?
2.2. Are training courses on gender issues provided to foreign service staff? 
3.
Are national statistics disaggregated by sex?  If so, in what areas?
4.
Are women’s human rights a part of the educational curriculum?

4.1. Have texts been adapted for persons with disabilities?  Have they been translated to the languages and dialects spoken in your country?
4.2. Have cultural patterns and stereotypes that degrade the image of women been removed from teaching materials and from the mass media?

5.
Do you have police units specializing in women’s issues? 
5.1.
Have gender-related training courses been institutionalized for these units?
5.2. Are statistics kept on reported crimes of violence against women and related judicial proceedings?
5.3. Is there a wide dissemination of information on your country’s National Violence Legislation? 
6. Is there any national institution that specializes in monitoring public policy implementation, legislation, and social practices that affect women?

6.1. Are there any social policies and practices that specifically address access to education, health care, and technical and economic resources for rural and indigenous women?
6.2. Is a percentage of the national budget allocated to that institution? 
7. Has interagency coordination been established between government agencies and civil society organizations so as to help integrate a gender perspective into governmental plans of action? 
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